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OFF-SITE ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS MEMO

Escalante Wilderness Preserve

On property located at Sophie Lake Road
in $28, 29, 32 & 33, T37N, R27W PMM, Flathead County.

Published: October 9, 2026

Prepared For: i oo Prepared By:
Escalante Wilderness S 406 Engineering, Inc.

Preserve US LLC | m f—|® Q _ 35 8t Street East
PO Box 2092 \ 7 >/ Kalispell, MT 59901

N
Eureka, MT 59917 LT

As stated within the Escalante Wilderness Preserve Traffic Impact Study (TIS), the traffic generated by the
proposed development would have minimal effect on the surrounding roadway network. In evaluating
the results from the TIS, it is helpful to understand that the traffic analysis was conducted utilizing
conservative assumptions. The TIS assumed that all proposed residential units would function as full-
time residences and therefore generate traffic at rates consistent with year-round occupancy. In reality,
the Escalante Wilderness Preserve Subdivision is anticipated to operate in a similar manner to the
existing Wilderness Club development which consists largely of seasonal and recreational uses that
generate less daily and peak hourly traffic than full-time residential units. This was completed in order to
ensure full-time residential use remains valid regardless of how the homes are used. As a result, the
projected traffic volumes evaluated in the study are an overestimate. Even with this overestimate, the
study found that all evaluated intersections would continue to operate within acceptable standards, and
no roadway improvements or mitigation measures are necessary to accommodate the projected traffic
volumes.

With all of that being said, Escalante Wilderness Preserve recognizes that traffic impacts are often
viewed differently by transportation engineers versus residents who experience the roadway on a daily
basis. Especially given that this area is rural in nature, even a relatively small increase in traffic can be
noticeable to some extent to nearby residents. While the study demonstrates that the roadway network
has sufficient capacity to accommodate the additional traffic, the developers remain committed to
working with Lincoln County and the surrounding community to address any concerns. As a result, the
applicant is proposing off-site roadway improvements to help accommodate the increase in traffic
associated with the development.

In order to better determine the needs of the community and county, 406 Engineering met with the
Lincoln County Planning Department and the Lincoln County Road Department (District 3) on September
24, 2026, to develop a plan for off-site roadway improvements. The Sophie Lake Road Corridor Study

OFF-SITE ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS Page 1 of 2
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completed by RPA in 2024 was utilized as a resource during this evaluation. This study identified several
existing roadway conditions along Sophie Lake Road that could benefit from future improvements
outside of the traffic generated by the proposed development. The study noted that portions of Sophie
Lake Road may not have sufficient width, have minimal shoulders in some areas, and contain roadside
cut/fills that present potential safety concerns where the roadside slope exceeded 5’ in height. One of
the designated sections in the RPA study was just north of the main (southern) entrance into the
Wilderness Club. It was agreed that the developers would complete roadway improvements along this
section of Sophie Lake Road during the meeting with the planning department and road department.

Potential improvements discussed during the meeting included widening the pavement width, cutting
into the slope of the eastern edge of the road to be less steep, widening the shoulder on the western
side of the road to accommodate the hillside down, adding guardrail along the western side of the road,
and increasing signage along Sophie Lake Road. The pavement width along this section of road was
measured and the county determined the pavement width to be sufficient. Due to right-of-way
constraints, improvements on the eastern side of the road were determined to not be feasible at this
time without acquiring additional easements from adjacent property owners.

Escalante Wilderness Preserve is offering to widen approximately 500’ of shoulder along the western
side of the roadway to be six feet wide consistent with the County’s recommendations. By widening the
shoulder, this also allows for the county to add guardrails along this section of roadway if they determine
it is necessary in the future. To further improve roadway safety, the Escalante Wilderness Preserve has
offered to provide ten roadway signs for Sophie Lake Road such as speed limit, curve warning, and other
traffic control signs as determined by the Lincoln County Road Department. These improvements are
intended to enhance roadway safety for not only the proposed development, but also other residents
that live in the area and use this road on a daily basis.

It was further discussed with the Lincoln County Planning Department that these roadway improvements
described above shall be completed prior to final platting of the second phase of the subdivision. This
allows the county and developer to coordinate the timing of the improvements while ensuring that the
enhancements are in place as future phases of the project move forward.

Although the TIS concluded that no off-site roadway improvements are necessary to mitigate impacts on
the proposed development, the developer is offering these measures to address any potential safety
concerns and help ease the minds of the neighboring properties who may experience the increase in

traffic from the proposed development.

Prepared by:
406 Engineering, Inc.

Maggie Leysens, PE

https://406engineeringinc.sharepoint.com/Shared Documents/406 Work/1_Projects/2021 Projects/21-007K Escalante Wilderness
Preserve/4_PLANNING/Pre Plat App/Resubmittal #1/Traffic Memo.docx Friday, October 9, 2026, 1:15 PM
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