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1 Introduction  

1.1 Executive Summary  

The Western Montana Region Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) is the product of a regional planning process 
coordinated by Montana Disaster & Emergency Services (MT DES) in 2022-2024 to develop regional hazard 
mitigation plans covering the entire state of Montana. The following jurisdictions have prepared this Plan 
and will adopt it once it has received final approval:

�x Beaverhead County 
o City of Dillon  
o Town of Lima 

�x Broadwater County 
o City of Townsend 

�x Butte-Silver Bow County 
o Town of Walkerville 

�x Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes 
of the Flathead Reservation 

�x Flathead County 
o City of Columbia Falls 
o City of Kalispell 
o City of Whitefish 

�x Granite County 
o Town of Drummond  
o Town of Philipsburg 

�x Jefferson County 
o City of Boulder 
o Town of Whitehall 

�x Lake County 
o City of Polson 
o City of Ronan 
o Town of St. Ignatius 

�x Lewis and Clark County 
o City of Helena 
o City of East Helena 
o Helena School District 

�x Lincoln County 
o City of Libby 
o City of Troy 

o Town of Eureka 
o Town of Rexford 

�x Madison County 
o Town of Ennis 
o Town of Sheridan 
o Town of Twin Bridges 
o Town of Virginia City 

�x Meagher County 
o City of White Sulphur Springs 

�x Mineral County 
o Town of Alberton  
o Town of Superior 
o Unincorporated Town of St. 

Regis 
�x Park County 

o City of Livingston 
o Town of Clyde Park 

�x Powell County 
o City of Deer Lodge 

�x Ravalli County 
o City of Hamilton  
o Town of Darby 
o Town of Stevensville 
o Town of Pinesdale 

�x Sanders County 
o City of Thompson Falls 
o Town of Plains 
o Town of Hot Springs 

�x Sweet Grass County 
o City of Big Timber 

The purpose of hazard mitigation is to reduce or eliminate long -term risk to people and property from 
disasters or hazard events. The impacts of hazards can often be lessened or even avoided if appropriate 
actions are taken before events occur. Studies have found that hazard mitigation is extremely cost -effective, 
with every dollar spent on mitigation saving an average of $6 in avoided future losses. By reducing exposure 
to known hazard risks, communities will save lives and property and minimize the social, economic, and 
environmental disruptions that commonly follow hazard events.  
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