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INSTRUCTIONS & CHECKLIST
PACKET “D” -- RESPONSE
DISSOLUTION WITHOUT CHILDREN

‘Thereare LOTS offorms that will need t be completed. Take it tep-by-sep-- i order - and it should mke it esir for you. On the
{op half o the firt page of every courtcocument here is a “heading” which idenife the party complting he form nd a “caption”
‘which set out he case descripton. Fil ut the hading and capion on every form.

You,the

o

o

espondent,” have been served with divorce papers. You have acouple of options:

Respond within 21 days - by filling ou the enclosed documens, sending copies o your spouse, and iling the riginal
documents with the Clerk of Court. By responding, you wil ave the opportunity to present your roposalsfor propery
division t the Cour,

Do noting. 1Fyou sgree with what your spouse has stated and requestd inthe Complait and you do ot wish o bjector

respond. th dissolution will be granted by defi. IF YOU DO NOTHING, YOUR SPO
ALLTHAT HE'SHE REQUESTED.| Afera defeal heaing s ove,

SE MAY BE AWARDED
o willbeserved with  copy ofthe Final Decree

STEP 1. Accping Sevic

o

Acceptange.

I yourspouse mailed you copies o th Pecon for Dissoltion and other documents, included wit the
documents should be a Notice and Acknowledgiment of Receipt of Summons and Peiion. Complete page
3; make sure you have received althe documents the form says were st 0 you., Sign before 2 notary
Dblic 1 verfythat you eceived the documents. - Mal or gve the form back to your spous.

STEP 2. - Filing Out The Forms

o

o

Useyour mailing address on the 10p ofal your pleadings as this i the eddress the Court will use to contac you.

Form 455

Fee Waiver

Form #562

Form s6h

Each row cortesponds with a paragraph i the Petton that was iled by your spouse ifyour spouse used the
packe provided by the Court. Filin every ow stating whetheryou sgree ordisagre. 11 ou dsegre, give
your reason. Sign page 3 and 4 i fron o @ notars public. I your spouse did notuse forms provided by
ihe Cours,the peragraph numbers may not maich, bt the subjects - property distrbton, e, - e lsted
in the response form. - +** Please note: The Clerk of Cour’s Offce cannot notaize these documents. One
can be found at banks, lw offices, tc.

Financial Affidavit and Request for Waiver of Filing Fes: complete ifyou cannot affod the ilng ecs
On the Order Waiving Fees, fl i the capion,cause number and your name in paragraph #1.

‘Complete. Siga on page 6 in frontof a noary public.You MUST provide & capy of Form 56 to your
spouse within 60 days of service ofthe Pettion. List allassets that you cumendy own, whether you v,
them solely orjonly with your spouse or someone els and regardies of how the fem i led ncluding.
premarial property.. You alo need o st all debi that you owe, whether o salely by you o oinly
Wilh your spouse or someone els. Assets and debtsincured daring the mariage,even i only in your
spouse’s mame, arc considered martl o join, and must be declared. Sign on page i front of  ntary
public and il the originl. You cen request that the Court seal his form afe filing 5o that it cennot be
disclosed t the pubic

‘Your spouse will have completed  smilar form an provided it 0 you. The purpose af tis form s to
identify all of the marialassts and ebys, NOT 10 indicate how you want the Cour o discbute those.
asetsor dbis

(Completethis form, satng when you Preliminary Disclosure was mailed to the other pary.
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O Bring theoriginals and copies o every form filled out i Step 2 o the Clerk of Distict Cour’s Ofice for iling.

O S70.00 Fee - cashfimoney orderfpersonal check (subject 1o change) uless you have equested a fee waiver. I e fudee
approves your indigenc status, your ees will be waived,

O The Clek will e stamp all your documents copies and originas). The Cleek will keep the originals and giv you the
copics. Onesetis tobe etained by you. The other copy i to be maled 0 your spouse

‘You now need to provide the copies of documents you have prepared to your spouse. Mailhe copies to your spouse oryour sposs’s
atomey ifhe orshe has an.

Ei

s best i you are abe o reach agrecment on distribution of the marial propert. The agreement must b based o fulldsclosure of
asses and failties; by cach ofyou; bth parties are required to complete & Final Disclosur of Assetsand Debts (Forms 58b and 425
from Petiioner's Packe C), e it with he Court and provide  copy o te ather pary. On disclosure has been accamplished, e
form S8 (Fom 435 for te Peitoner); you and your spouse can then negotiate & propery setement agreement

O Emss
O Faméswy
O romesic
O famsn

I you have decided not o contest your spouse’s proposed sset and debt disribution inthe Petiion for
lution and you do not want to negatite » Poperty Setlement Agreement, you can fl Form 41,
Comsentto Entry of Decree. The Judge will ssue  divorce dcree adopting your spouse’s proposed
property disibution from the Peiion for Dissolutin,

16 you wish to work out a agreed propery setement,each of you must complet a Final Disclosure of
Asses and Debis and provide acopy t the other parey pror o crterin into a Propery Settement
Agreement. Complete Form S84, fil withthe original with the Court, Mail a copy o your povse. You
ean request hat the Court sl this form e filing so that it cannot be disclosed t th public

Once disclosure has been sccomplished, file Form 55, staing when your Final Disclosure was
meiled to theother pary.

Once you have negotited @ property setement agreement with your spouse, complete Form 574 (o Form
in your spouse’s packet offorms) and bothof Yo sign it before a notary public. Make 2 copies, one for
each ofyou, an file the orginal withthe Court, Fyou cannot reach an agreemen, you can request
mediaton with the Cour's meciator (or other mediator of your choice). 1fyou till ol reach an
agrcement, you willbe scheduled 0 appear st a ontestd haring befor the Judg.

1301 do not agree with the Peion for Dissoutio, the Cour willssue a Scheduling Order after sou ile  Response. The
Scheduling Order will et a mediation deadline and pretril earing,and i dates The Pretial Hearing will be scheduled
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Epproxiiatey one month beforethe rial date. Both pariesare required to appear a the Pretial Hearing. You must have disclosed 1o
the othe party the winesses and exhibits you intend o present a thetial and You must provide the oher documentation 15 described
in the Scheduling Order

O Fomes 1 you have ot already provided a Final Disclosure of Assets and Debis o the other pary, you re required
1000 50 at least 45 days prior o the raldate. File th original wth the Court and provide a opy to your
spouse.

O Form#ske  Complete stting when the Final Disclosure was miled o your spouse and sign before anotry public File
the original with the court

‘You have chosen to represent yourslf, Arrive a the courthouse early. While divarce can b very cifficult and emotond,the Court
‘xpecs the partie 10 b civiland remain focused on the egal issue. At th tral, be prepared o question your witnesses, question
yourspouse’s witnesses and o presentyour documentary evidence 10 the Court and 1o discuss your position.

or

‘Vou havereached an agreement withyour spouse and you have bath signied the Merital and Property Setlement Agreement andior
onsented 0 the eniry of the fial decree. Either you or your spouse MUST attend the haring although both parcies MAY attend and
it recommended that you both atten. I you decide you willattend the haring, you should be prepared to answerany quesions
asked oFyou by the Judge

‘You will eceiv or be senta cetified opy of the Fial Decree and s Noice of Entry of Fnal Decree once the hearing s held. You
ave 30 daysfrom the date the Notce of Eniry of Final Decree s fled to appeal te Decree of Dissoluion fyou fel thatte Court
has legally eed i the terms of the Decree




