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you decide 10 go it alone, vist the coutthouse ahead of ime 50 you know
how long it takes to get there, At the courthouse, look around so you know
which courtroom you vill need to be in. If caur s in session when you visit
the coutthouse, it n the courtroom and watch how other cases are
handied. The more you know beforehand, the belter prepared you will be
when your court date arives. You should also ty (o vistthe places vhore
meetings are going o be held before the meeting dates.

+ CanlUnderstand and Fill Out Complicated Forms?

f
Court forms can be difficut to
understand and fil out. You
will need to read instructions
carefully and make sure to

| foliow them step-by-step. If

| you have trouble

| understanding, filing out and
filing your o income tax
forms, you wil probably nesd
help vih court forms. This s

| someting an attorney can do.

| There may also be community
senvice organizations, legal
senvice programs or seff.help
programs that can help you

| wityyour forms

+ Dol Have the Time and Skillto Learn About the Law that Applies in
my Case and the Rules that | Have to Follow?

1fyou do not have legal taining, you wil probably ot know the law that
applies in your case or the rules that you have to follow. Finding that
information wil mean having to do research in & library or using a
computer, which could take a lot of time and patience. You may siso be
unsure what forms you need to fle o start your case and what you need
10 do to keep it moving along. There may be standard forms that you can
find using a computer or get from the court, a community service
organization, a legal service program or a selfhelp law progtam.

However, you may st have questions about what you should do that only
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an attorney can answer. If you do not have the tme or skil o learn what
you need to know about your case, you may not be able 1o represent
yourself successfully. An attorney is trained to know the law that applies in
your case and the rules that must be folloved. An atforney is also trainad
o figure out the best arguments to make, which you may miss if you
represent yoursef.

+ Canl be Calm and Speak Clearly Whn 1 Attend Meetings and Go to
Gourt?

Being involved in a court case can be difficult and strossful. I you are
angry with someone involved in your case or upset about what s
happening, you may find it hard to control your emotions. If you represent
yourself, you il have to go 1o court and you may have to aftend
meetings. When you are in courtor at mestings, you will ned to be calm
and to speak clearly about your case. Ifyou do hot have an atforney, you
cannot count on the judge or anyone efse to help you out or o speak for
you. If you decide to go i alone, you should make notes about what you
want and why you should get what you want so you can explain yourself
clearly. The court has a mited amount of e to hear what you have to
say. If you do not make your points wihin the amount of time allowed, you
may not get another chance. Be sure to practce your presentation wih
family and friends.

+ Dol Have Trouble with Rules that  Think are Unfair or that | Tt
Should Not Apply to Me?

There are rules that everyone invoived in a court case must follow.
Although these rulls may ot make sense (0 you of may seem unjust,
they are meant to make the case fai to both sides. Some people have
trouble following rules that they do ot understand or that they think are
unfair. White you may be able to find the rules on your own, attomeys are
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the only ones who are alloved to interpre the rules for you and tell you
whether, how and why they apply in your case.

+ Can I Make a Decision and Stick o t? Once you fis paperwork, make a
statement, or agree to something in a court case it s difficul o make
changes. Any doubts or Guostions you have should bs considered and
answered before you act. An attomey can help you to get it right the first
time.

If I Decide to Represent Myself, What will be Expected of Me?

Before you decide to represent
yourself, you shouid understand that
there are certain things that willbe
expectad of you. A "pro se” or “self-
represented” iigant is held fo the
same standards as an attomey. You
will not be treated differently or better
because you decide to go it lone

You wil be expected to understand
and follow the same rules that apply to
attomeys. If you do not folow the
rules, you willbe treated the same.
way that an attomey would be freated.
‘This means that important issues in |
your case could be decided against
You and in favor of the other side. It |
also means that your case could be
delayed or dismissed. You could even
be ordered to pay money of be
prosecuted criminally i you violate the
ules.

If | Decide that | Need an Attorney, How do | Find One?

1fyou decide that you need an attomey and cannot afford o hire one, you might
want to ask a legal services program for help. In this state, Montana Legal
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Services Association helps people who cannot afford attorneys and who meet
certain income requirements. You can apply for assistance from Montana Legal
Senvices Association over the telephone by caling 1-800-666-6899. Ifyou 6o not
qualfy for help from Montana Legal Senvices Association, the State Bar of
Montana can give you the names of attoreys in your area who specialze in the
kind of case you have. This service s provided free of charge by the Lawyer
Referral and Information Service, which can be reached by telephone at 405-
449.6577. There may also be state or local organizations that can offer
assistance if you cannot afford 1 hire an attorney. You can usually find these
organizations by consulting the yellow pages of your telephone book or by using
a computer o search the intemet.

What Kind of Help can | Get from People Who Are Not
Attorneys?

I you decide to go it alone, there are peopia who are not attoreys who may be
able to help. However, there are many kinds of help attomeys can offer that
pecple who are not atfomeys cannot provide. Only attomeys can give you legal
advice, which involves a discussion of how the law applies to the facts in your
case.

People who are not atiorneys, like court clerks, law librarians and peogle who
work n selfhelp programs can explain and answer questions about how the
ourt works. They can also provide you with information about where to get help
with legal problems; give you general information about court rules, procedures.
and practices; provide you with court schedules and information about how 1o get
& case scheduled for a hearing; provide you with information from your case fle;
provide you with certain court orms and instructions; and answer general
questions about court deadiines and how to computs a deadine in your case.

People who are not attorneys cannot tellyou whether or not you should bring
your case to court. Other things they cannot do incude telling you what words to
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use in your court papers; ellyou what to say in court; give you an opinion about
what will happen in your case; tak to the judge for you; let you talk to the ud:
autside of court; o change an order signed by a judge.

What Should | Expect When It Is All Over?

You must remember that a judge is not allowed 1o take sides in a case.
Everyone must be given 2 chance (o tel his or her side of the story. Almost
o one who goes to court is completely happy with the way things turn out,
If you and the other side cannot agree to seflle your disagreement wihout
going to court, be prepared for a decision that does not give you everything
Jouwant. The judge may have to decide a case in a way that makes no
sense to you of that seems unfair. Keep in mind that the judge has to apply.
the law fairly to both sides and that everyone involved in the case is
entled to be treated with respect.

Montana Supreme Court Self:Help Law Program
301 South Park Avenus, Room 328
Helena, Montana 59620
(406) 841-2004
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Form 65

Form 66.
Form 67
Form 67b.
Form 68,
Form 69
Form 70.
Form 71
Form 72.
Form 73
Form 74,
Form 75
Form 76.
Form 7.
Form 78a.
Form 78b.
Form 78c.
Form 79.
Form 80.
Form81.

PACKET “E”
Dissolution - With Children

Petiton for Dissolution (with children)
Vital Statistics Form & Instructions

Financial Affidavit and Request for Waiver of Fecs

Order Waiving Fees

Petitioner’s Proposal for Parenting Plan

Petitioner's Preliminary Declaration of Disclosure

Peitioner's Notice of Service of Preliminary Declaration
Confidential Report of Identification Information

Summons and Temporary Economic Restraining Order

Notice and Acknowledgment of Receipt of Summons & Petition
Praecipe

Statutory Notice to CSED

DPHHS' Declination to Enter Proceeding.

Acceptance of Service of Statutory Notice to DPHHS

Cover Letter to CSED

Child Support Guidelines Financial Affidavit

Merital and Property Settlement Agreement

Stipulated Parenting Plan

Waiver of Final Disclosure

Petitioner's Final Declaration of Disclosure

Notice of Serving Final Disclosure

Order Adoping Parenting Plan as Final

Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, & Final Decree of Dissolution
Notice of Entry of Decree
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NINETEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
STATE OF MONTANA
LINCOLN COUNTY
512 CALIFORNIA AVENUE
LIBEY, MONTANA 59923
PHONE: (406) 293-8120 | FAX: (406) 283-2350

‘DESBIE KaMEEL
‘COURT ADMINTRATOR
BARSARAJ. BENSON.
SENIOR [aw CLERK

s 2832585

MATTHEW ] CuFre
DISTRICT COURT JubaE

sanuary 24,2017

Dear self-represented party:

You are entited to represent yourself in any lawsut, including a dissolution case. However, it is notthe
Court’s role to act as your attorney. Nor can Court staff spend a great del of time helping you prepare
legal documents. You must comply wih deadines and the forms you file must be accurate and
complete.

For Decrees of Dissoltion and Final Parenting Plans, it is important that you take care to complete those
documents so that they accurately refiect everything you are requesting. You will have to five with what
s contained in those documents for many years to come. The Parenting Plan must be understandable
10 you and the other parent and possibly to schoo! and law enforcement personnel. Further problems
c2n be avolded by taking the extra time to make sure your paperworkis complete and accurate before it
is filec with the Clerk of Court or presented to the Judge. f the Decree of Dissolution or Parenting Plan
refer to another document as being attached, make sure that t s, in fact, attached,

‘The Court has prepared various packets of forms to use for dissolutions in this District, Please use the
ackets prepared specificaly o this District rather than the more generic ones available on-fine.
nstructions are included in each packet and should be diigently followed. My Law Clerk wil review
your paperwork before the hearing, and i it s incomplete or inaccurate, will ask you to complete or
revise It. The Law Clerk cannot complete the forms for you or spend an inordinate amount of time.
giding you through the forms. If you have difficulty understanding the instructions or the process, you
may be referred to free or low cost resources for help, but such resources zre severely limited. You do
not have a ight to have an attorney appointed to help you pursue a civil matter, including divorce. if
necessary, enfist a friend or relative to help you complete the forms neatly and understandably.

sincerely,

Matthey/). £dfte
oistrict ludge
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THICIA BROOKS

CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT
Lincoln Coumty
512 Califoruis Aveau
Livby, MT 59923
4062833342

18theod@mt zov.

‘This list of web sites 2nd agencies may be belpfel to those deciding 1o
represeat themselves in the Distict Cousts in Montane

MONTANA LEGAL SERVICES ASSOCIATION.
1-800-665-6355
v montznalewhelporg

AgalynnlmgaM

Monday-Fridsy: Sem-tp

s lawicere o - forms
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Mostans Ststeof -
Family Services Degt.

4062933757

Self Help Lis Progrem —Iocited o Kelispetl, Mot
‘Assiss witslng o documents :
1-406-758:2496 '

Child Support Eaforcemeat
Missoule 14063295630
Helena 14064449767
18003455437

e e

Statute requires thatthe Clerk of Cout charge 100 per pge for copes, 0 you mey viantto ke copies
of your documents before sppearing a he Clrk of Cour's Offc.
Revised 12-11:2013
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GOING IT ALONE

Many people with legal problems hire attorneys to help them. Some pecple
‘cannot afford to hire atomeys. Others decide they can take care of thei legal
problems on their own. People who handle thei legal problems without the help
of attoreys are sometimes called ‘pro se' or self-represented” iigants.

Attoreys are people who have legal training and are licensed to pracice law.
‘They can tel you the law that applies and the rules that must be followsd.
Attomeys have experience dealing with other attorneys, judges, court clerks,
jurors, witesses and other people who may be involved in you case. By
choosing to represent yourseff, you will be giving Up the knowiedge and
‘experience that only an atiorney can offer. You will also be giving Up the
advantage of having a professional advocate who can give you legal aduice, go
o courtwith you, and speak on your behal.

The decision o go it alone can be hard to make and should never be taken
lighty.
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Is There a Way to Solve my Legal Problem Without Going to
Court?

Thers s a proces caled mdation that
Joumay b a1 use (0 sove your ege
| Py g o ot st |
| gives people a chance to sit downvitha |
ietor an nfomalseing 10 vy (0 work
| problem solver who will help you and the

olher side reach an agreement Unlikea |
judge, a mediator will not make a decision |
| for you. He or she will help you and the |
| ather side think of possivle solutions that |
24 can ol gt on Ahough medirs |
usually charge a fee for thefr services,
mediation could save you time and money |
in the long run. Check with the Clerk of
Courtin your local courthouse for
| information about mediators in your area,
You can ako contact the Montana
Wediation Association at 406-750-8813 or
online at htpwww.mtmediation.orgl.

Is my Legal Problem Simple Enough to Handle Without an
Attorney?

People without legal raining may be able to handle simple legal problems on
their own. However, representing yourseif can be risky. Some cases are much
more complicated than people thirk they are, and cases that are simple in the
begianing may become complicated later on. It s harder for people who do not
have legal raining 1o igure out f a case i simple enough to handie without an
attomey, especialy if everything they know about the law they learned from
watching television. Going {0 courtis 1ot as easy s it seems on T.V.

If you cannot afford 1o e an attomey to help you with your case from beginning
o:end, you may be able to find an attorney who can help you with the o
‘and important decision of whether you can go t alone. Keep in mind that an
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attornay s trained to spot problems with your case that you may not think abous,
2nd to offer advice about how {0 avoid or solve those problems. f you make.
mistakes representing yoursef, you may need an attorney to fix them. Hirng an
attomey to fix mistakes after-the-fact can end up costing you more than having
an attorey represent you from the beginning.

Will be Able to Handle My Own Case

Before deciding whether to go it alone, there are certain questions you should
ask yourself. Your answers {0 these quesiions wil help you decide whether you
villbe able to handlie your case on your own.

+ Am1Good at Meeting Deadlines and Being on Time?

1f you decide to represent yourself, you will be expected to meet
deadlines for fling papenwork and doing ofher things that ez to be done
at specific tmes to move your case along. You willalso be expected to be
on time for court hearings and certain meetings with other people involved
in your case. Although a daly calendar with reminders of mportant dates
can help, people with trouble mesting deadines and being on time may
need the assistance of an attomey to make sure that things are done.
when they are supposed to be done.

+ Canl Leave Work During the Day?

You wil need to be at the courthouse during the normal workday o fil.
papenwork and be at hearings. There may also be mestings with other
people involved in your case that you will have to attend. If you work
during the day or if you do not have a way o get to where you need to b
on time, you may want to consider hiring an attorney. Having an aliorney
represent you may mean that you wil need (o be away from work less
often and that you will need to worry less about refiable ransportation. I
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