
APRIL 13, 2015 

 

The Lincoln County Board of Commissioners met for a regular session on April 13, 2015, in the Lincoln County 

Courthouse.  Present were Commissioner Mike Cole via VisionNet, Commissioner Greg Larson, Commissioner Mark 

Peck, Executive Assistant Bill Bischoff and Clerk and Recorder Robin Benson.   

 

Commissioner Larson opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

10:00 AM  USFS Update:  Present were Scott Mattheis, Forest Supervisor, Chris Savage and Forest Ranger, Nathan 

Gassmann.   

Chris introduced Nate as the new Forest Ranger in the Libby district.  Nate expressed that he is seeing a lot of excitement 

with new ideas as well as projects that have been in the works for a while.  Nate updated the Commission on some of the 

current vegetation and recreational projects in the Libby District.  The Forest Service will be hosting public meetings to 

receive feedback from the public about snowmobiling, cross country skiing and other recreational activities in the KNF.   

 

Chris is here to discuss a letter from the Commission dated February 18, 2015 requesting clarification of the KNF Forest 

Plan ROD.  The letter includes requests for specific documentation and answers to questions the Commission would like 

clarity on.  (The letter will be attached as part of the minutes)   

Chris told the Commission that if they are uncomfortable with the decisions that were made, some of the requests would 

have to go through a formal FOIA process. Chris said he could answer some questions to help clarify, but stated that a lot 

of the questions in the letter were discussed during the process before the ROD’s completion.  Chris said we can either go 

back or we can move forward and work together.         

Commissioner Peck questioned the Scotchman’s Peak expansion, stating he felt there was a lot of sound opposition to 

that issue.  Historical use is still allowed in other counties and he does not understand justification of the Scotchman’s 

Peak expansion.  People have been snowmobiling in the area for 40 years.  Is it a process issue? 

Chris said the Forest Plan was very process oriented and there was a lot of broad planning around the travel analysis.  

We are currently looking at the Ten Lakes travel management area now, but we will be able to revisit other areas.   

Commissioner Larson asked who decides the social and economic analysis for the ROD.  Commissioner Larson 

expressed his belief that there are significant social and economic impacts, but feels confident that the record of decision 

probably states there is little to no social and economic impact.  Commissioner Larson further stated that adding more 

wildernesses, automatically puts in more access restrictions and eliminates any potential for future resource extraction 

from these areas.    

Commissioner Peck said from a government standpoint, you have elected officials from two different counties that get 

over ridden by a collaborative group, and we cannot determine who this collaborative group is.  This is indicative of the 

amount of access and influence the environmental side has over local entities.  Commissioner Peck continued expressing 

his frustrations about the fact that congress, state and local elected officials are bypassed by a small group of people.  

Fundamentally I have a problem with that process, but I am very supportive of the collaborative group process.  It seems 

the only alternative to the road less rule is it either goes into wilderness or it just sits there.  I realize that local FS is in a 

position that cannot win, and that is what I am communicating to congress.  But having said that, I just think the whole 

process is broken.  From an economic standpoint, we have collaborated here locally with some great ideas but there is no 

way to implement it.  If there is not some avenue to implement solutions then we need to empower local decision making 

vetted through local groups.  Our frustration level is pretty high. 

Commissioner Larson presented an example of the reality of impact by stating that Montanore is required to purchase 

6700 acres of limited Lincoln County private land for Grizzly bear habitat.  I realize the bears need territory, and I am not 

against habitat, but that is an economic impact that seems excessive when we have only 9% of the land owned by local 

individuals other than federal, state and industrial forest interests now.  Commissioner Peck agreed that this industry vs. 

wilderness mindset combined with policy and laws have put us in this position.  We were one of the wealthiest counties in 

the state just a few years ago.  Commissioner Cole said he echoes the frustration being expressed by Commissioners 

Larson and Peck, and feels communication needs to improve.  Commissioner Cole said he understands people do not 

understand and that the public has preconceived notions about the FS making all the policies which is why we need to 

continue open discussions on a broader scope.  The question is where do we go from here to get the county back on its 

feet?        

Chris said the FS approach has been as transparent as possible in the process.  The FS has had open houses, public 

meetings and group meetings with stakeholders and has provided a variety of avenues for engagement and discussions.  

Chris said he recognizes the FS is a big player in the county.  The forest can only do what is in our control and in our 

budget.  Chris stated he feels the new Forest Plan allows for increased flexibility for the FS to do things differently 

regarding timber sales and recreation strategy.  These are the things we will be bringing to you for discussion as well as 

options for discussion to help the economic condition of our community.   

Commissioner Cole said he feels it is critical to create an economy with diversification including tourism.  Nate said we do 

need to ask ourselves how we are going to diversify so we are not solely dependent on the traditional side of the forest 

jobs being our main source of economy.   

Commissioner Peck stated that we have given as much as we can give.  Snowmobiling is so important, and if we take 

away the recreational side of things, where does that leave us?  We are not going to get private sector business.  From 

our perspective we have to stop the bleeding now which is adding more wilderness and road less areas.  Commissioner 

Peck said he firmly believes Montana and Lincoln County are two places that we can set the standard on how to do this.  I 

would like to see pilot projects and special authorities in place to see what different management may look like.  We have 

everything in place right here to institute change; more local empowerment for common sense decisions. 

Regarding the letter from the Commission, Chris reiterated that there is a lot of flexibility with the new plan which will help 

us work on projects differently and the Forest Plan also helps set the stage to forward thinking and looking at some areas.  

Chris said the FS can accommodate more dialogue.  Commissioner Peck said he personally would like to know how we 

got to some of these decisions in the Forest Plan and the Commission will revisit the letter and questions the county has 

regarding the Forest Plan ROD. 



                

   

 

11:45 PM The meeting was adjourned. 
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