LINCOLN COUNTY COMMISSIONER MINUTES
JUNE 2, 2015

The Lincoln County Commissioner Mike Cole, Commissioner Greg Larson and Commissioner Mark Peck met for a
session on June, 2, 2015 In the Lincoln County Courthouse. Assistant Election Administrator, Leigh Riggleman.
2:00 PM ~ Commissioner Cole called meeting to order.
Western News/Bob Henline: First request is for information requested by the Montana Freedom of Information
Act. He is requesting contracts between Allan Payne and any agency, department or affiliate of Lincoln County as
well as invoices and all documentation pertaining to payments made to Allen Payne. Commissioner Cole asked
for motion. Commissioner Larson moved to give Mr. Henline the prepared packet of requested information.
Commissioner Peck seconded and it was discussed that both the Lincoln County Attorney and the MACO attorney
advised that the information being given is public information. MOTION carries.
Western News/Bob Henline: Second request is for information requested because of the Montana Freedom of
Information Act. He is requesting access to any and all email communications sent to or from Bill Bischoff: to or
from Robin Benson, Doug Roll, Vicky Lawrence, Allen Olsen, Barbara Desch, Peggy Williams and Brent Teske from
September 1, 2014 to May 19, 2015. At this time – the Commissioners have had a legal request for an extension
until Monday, June 8, 2015 to comply with this request from Ann German, Mr. Bischoff’s attorney. The
Commissioners told Mr. Henline that there is an issue as to whether or not attorney/client privilege applies to the
City of Libby Council communications but also how it might involve any emails shared by the county email system.
The issue becomes a determination of whether or not attorney/client privilege between Mr. Bischoff and his
attorney extends just to those from the City of Libby, but to Lincoln County as well. Mr. Henline asked for a copy
of the letter from Ann German. He asked if the County Attorney has been involved at this point. The
Commissioners are in the process of retaining legal counsel who will be a neutral party to advise them on this
matter. Once the contract is signed, the Board will provide the name of the attorney. Cost is estimated to be
about $200 an hour and the cap on the amount expended has yet to be determined. The Board does not expect
a large amount to be spent.
Commissioner Peck moved to postpone release of emails requested by Mr. Henline in order to give Mr. Bischoff’s
attorney time to review all correspondence and pending a signed contract and consultation from legal counsel.
Commissioner Larson seconded– no discussion – MOTION carries.
2:18 PM Meeting adjourned
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